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FOREST PRODUCTS COMMISSION � MUNDLIMUP COUPE 
Grievance 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range � Parliamentary Secretary) [9.13 am]: My grievance is directed to the 
Minister for Forestry, and concerns Jarrahdale. Members will know that Jarrahdale is a little community in the 
eastern outer metropolitan region of Perth, some 50 kilometres away. It dates back to the early nineteenth 
century, when sandalwood was taken from the area. It was not until the late nineteenth century that jarrah 
logging commenced. By the early 1900s the town had grown to a population of more than 1 200. Today 
Jarrahdale is one of seven National Trust of Australia heritage towns. Timber production in Jarrahdale in the 
early twentieth century saw a railway line built between Jarrahdale and Mangles Bay in Rockingham, exporting 
jarrah timber to India, China, New Zealand and England. In its history of 120 years, 18 timber mills have 
operated at one time or another in Jarrahdale. There is still one working mill there today�the Heritage Sawmill. 
The town of Jarrahdale has also had a number of issues with bauxite mining by Alcoa in the late 1960s. The 
mine closed in 1997. 

Jarrahdale today is a very different town. The problems now facing the town stem from the Forest Products 
Commission�s logging or thinning out of the nearby jarrah forest. I had the opportunity to take the minister to 
Jarrahdale last Tuesday morning and show him through the Cobiac coupe, which is where the Forest Products 
Commission has carried out a thinning-out process. The concern of the community is that work will now move 
into the Mundlimup coupe, which is right on the edge of the Jarrahdale community. This coupe was logged in 
1930, so we are talking about trees that are of different ages. The Forest Products Commission intends to thin out 
and process them. The Mundlimup coupe includes three walk trails and the Munda Biddi cycle trail. The town of 
Jarrahdale has limited employment, so the town has focused on tourism, and how it can attract more dollars from 
the daytrip market from Perth. Some fantastic work has been done by the Jarrahdale Heritage Society in 
conducting guided walk tours through the forest. The old Bunnings mill that closed in 1997 has great potential as 
a working mill to show the history of milling in the town, to complement walks through the forest to show where 
the timber came from.  

My grievance is about the Forest Products Commission coming back into the Mundlimup coupe, which is less 
than a kilometre from the edge of Jarrahdale, and working through the coupe. The community is not against the 
logging, but is against the process used by the Forest Products Commission. I saw firsthand the destruction that 
happened in the Cobiac coupe six months ago. I hope to find a way that the community can work with the Forest 
Products Commission to protect the town of Jarrahdale and the tourist walks that are essential for the local 
economy, and to find a way for the thinning-out process in the Mundlimup coupe to do as little damage as 
possible to the ecosystem of the area. Jarrahdale has another issue, which is not within the minister�s portfolio, of 
the thinning out of the Wungong catchment, which is on the northern side of the town near the Wungong Dam. 
The town feels threatened from a number of directions. There are also issues of bauxite mining coming back in 
2011. I hope the minister can find a way of working with the Forest Products Commission. There is concern in 
the community that the value of the timber is very low, and that the commission is just taking the timber to meet 
its quotas. I will be happy if we can find a way to move forward. 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood-Stirling � Minister for Forestry) [9.17 am]: I thank the member for 
Darling Range for his grievance, and for taking the time to show me the site of concern to the community, 
particularly the Mundlimup forest coupe, which is one of the coupes that is intended for harvest by the Forest 
Products Commission, and of course comes under the �Forest management plan 2004-2013�. One of the 
difficulties is that a number of sites are in that plan and a number of sites are outside the plan. Having a site that 
is very close to a community such as Jarrahdale raises the level of community angst about the process, and puts it 
front and centre for that community. It was certainly good to visit and have a talk to the people who have 
concerns. I saw very clearly their passion for their community, the ownership they have for their local businesses 
and the tourism opportunities they have, and the effort they are putting into promoting their community and their 
town. A lot of that centres on the history of the community, which was a logging town and has a very rich 
history. I saw that at some of the local sites. 

The local concerns centre around the impact of the potential harvesting operation in this particular coupe, which 
was made public in 2008. The concern is for some of the cultural sites and areas of interest, particularly walking 
and riding trails, and some of the historic timber industry features that they hold dear to their community. Before 
any harvesting that the Forest Products Commission carries out, there is a comprehensive planning process to 
ensure that the impacts on a range of forest values, including biodiversity, recreation and heritage, are taken into 
account. This case is no different, and I have personally spoken to the FPC and strongly encouraged it to engage 
with the community as much as it can, as it has done already, to ensure that, where possible, it can take into 
account the impacts on the local values. The FPC has met with the community on a number of occasions and it 
has developed a draft coupe design for how it intends to go about the harvest. I have a map of that design here. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 17 September 2009] 

 p7231c-7233a 
Mr Tony Simpson; Mr Terry Redman 

 [2] 

This is only part of the process. The FPC has assured me that it will take feedback from the community about 
these plans. For example, some of the buffer zones highlighted on the plan I have here centre around protecting 
the community itself from the logging operation, so the harvest operations will not have a strong visual impact. 
Likewise, there are buffer zones around the various walk and bike trails in that particular coupe. Those factors 
will certainly be taken into account, and the Forest Products Commission is taking feedback from the community 
to ensure that whatever processes it can put in place to mitigate the impact will certainly be taken up. 

The harvesting process in jarrah forests does not denude the whole area of trees. Just recently I invited a number 
of members from both houses to visit a site to look at the silvicultural practices that the FPC carries out. It is not 
as though wall-to-wall trees are being flattened and taken away; it is done in a very managed way and in such a 
way as to minimise the visual impact. Of course, habitat areas are left and a very rigorous process is undertaken, 
in consultation with the Department of Environment and Conservation, to ensure that not only the conservation 
values that are high in certain areas of the coupes are maintained, but also we can actually lessen some of the 
visual impact and directly deal with some of those community concerns that have been raised, certainly in this 
case, by the Jarrahdale community. 

The Department of Environment and Conservation plays a key role. It is responsible for assessing the coupe 
planning process prior to approving timber harvesting. The department will also undertake checks during 
operations to ensure that the strategies and procedures identified in the coupe planning are implemented. 
Likewise, the operations will be conducted consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable forest 
management. The coupe design, of course, includes mitigating the impact of harvesting, and regeneration in 
areas of value to the community. I give an undertaking that a special effort will be made by the FPC in this case 
to ensure that it takes on board where possible the impact on those local values that the community holds dear. 

The member made a point that was raised with him by the local community, which had also been raised with me, 
about the actual value of the forest products harvested from that area. People made the point that it is not a high-
value product, so why are we doing it? Clearly, their preferred position is to not have a harvest operation 
happening at all. I highlight and make the point that the actual log price that comes out of those coupes is part of 
the consideration but we also need to consider the value-add it has in the downstream processing and on 
employment. Across the native timber industry, some 2 500 people are employed and it is a significant industry 
in Western Australia. A number of businesses in the Jarrahdale community actually benefit from that logging 
process. I think we must have an understanding of that value-added component to appreciate the economic value 
of the harvest process. I visited Heritage Saw Millers at Jarrahdale and I saw a sample of a door product with a 
pine core that is being made. Twenty-eight matching doors were made out of a single log because the doors had 
the pine core and were laminated. It was a tremendous product that gave me an increased appreciation of just 
how we can use some innovation to value-add to products and get some industry out of the local, sustainably 
harvested native product. 

Clearly, the local community�s preferred position is to not have a harvest at all. We have a forest management 
plan in place that identifies that Mundlimup coupe is included in the harvesting regime. I do not want to back 
away from this harvest process, but I want to highlight to the community and give an undertaking that the FPC 
will make every effort to respect the values that the community has put up in its consultation. I trust that, where 
those values are highlighted, the FPC will try to put in mitigating processes to reduce the visual impact in those 
areas adjacent to those walk trails and bike trails that are clearly very important to that community. I thank the 
member for the grievance and for the opportunity to see firsthand the potential impact that this has on that 
community. 
 


